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Queft. 1. N thole remarkable TRYALS of WITCHES 
publifhed this Week by Mr. Mather, ‘tis {aid 
shut Nine:cen Witches have been lately Exe- 
cuted 48 New-England, 2nd shat there is an Hundred Witch- 
es (till in Prifon, Committed upon the Accufation of fifty 
Witches, fome of Botton, but ah about Salem and the Towns 
adjacent : This Relation is very ftrange and furprizing, I 

therefore defive your Sentiments of it ? oy 
Anfw. You'll find an Anfwer to this Queftion in p. 48. 

of the faid Book of Trya/s, in thefe words: 


He Reverend and Worthy Author having at 

the Direttion of his Excellency the Gover- 

nour fo far obliged the Publick, as to give fome 

Account of the Sufferings brought upon the Coun- 

trey by Witchcraft, and of the Tryals which have 
paffed upon feveral Executed for the fame : 

Upon pernufal thereof we find the Matter of 
Fatt and Evidence truly reported, and a Pro- 
Spe given of the Methods of Convittion ufed in 
she Proceedings of the Court of Salem. 


William Stoughton. 


Bofton, 
Samuel Sewall. 


Oltob. 11. 1692. 


Thefe two Gentlemen who give their Atteftation to 
thefe Tryals publifhed by Mr. Mather, being both of’em 
Magiftrates of known Worth and Integrity, we fhall 
add no more by way of Anfwer to this — but 
only to acquaint our Readers, that if any thing occurrs 
in reading which may occafion any doubt or diffatis- 
faction, We hall be ready if fuch Objections are fent in 
unto us to give what Explanation we are able, on fuch 


a ftrange lurprizing Subject. 


Queft. 2, At Colchefter, where Sir Charles Lucas was 
foot, in the place where befell, noGrafs has grown fince that 
sime, there being the perfect fhape of 2 Man's Body, and Grafs 
growing all round it, and between the Sign of the Legs 
and Arms extended: The Reafon of this ? 

An{w. This Queftion, with thefe immediate- 
ly following it, were all three fent in the fame 
Hand, and by the fame Perfon, who affirms he’s 
certain of the Trueh of "em all; - thd we con- 
fefs his being certain makes not ws fo, for things fo 
flrange, ougnt to have been better azteffed, than by a 
fingle unknown Affirmation: However, this of Sir Charles, 
ec. if not true, is eafily confuted, and does but dij- 
ferve the Royal Caufe tor which that Gentleman dy’d 
very bravely, which needs no Falfboods to detend it. KH 
it be true, which may eafily be known by any who 
live about thofe parts, and if they wou'd inform us 
thereof, we'd owa our felves oblig’d; it can hardly 
be deny’d, but that ’tis a Confirmation of the Fujtice of 
the Caufe in which he fuffer’d, and that, as our Hifto- 
ries fay, contrary tothe Law of Arms, he and the reft 
having Quarter promis'd em before they yielded. 


Queft. 3. Ia my Lord Gainsborough’s Park at Titch- 
field in Hamphhive, (ome few years paft a Deer was kill d. 
After "twas broke up, the Keeper went to quarter the Heart, 
and the edge of his Knife grated againft fomething that was 
bard, which be found to be a Bullet near the middle of the 
Heart, about which Bullet there was a Callous skin, like 
Horn, by which ‘twas fuppos’d that the Deer bad been for- 
=? foot, and liv'd fevaral years afterwards : The Reafon of 

is? 


Anfw. There are fone finzuiar cafes of this Nature, 
which wil] puzzle all the Anaromifts in che World.to 
refolve ‘em: There are Initances alinoft every day 
both of Men and Beafts, who have livd with, Bullets 
or Stakes lodg’d in their Bodies. The famous Kvife- 
blade which lay fo long in the Peafant, has been fuf- 
ficiently talk’d of ; and we our felves have affurance 
ofa certain Butcher that kill’d a Bullock which had 
been alittle lame for a year or two before, and is 
Cutting it up, fouad between the S+oulder and the Breaft, 
quite cover’d over with hard flefh, about a Foot and a 
half of an old Hedge-ftake, which it feems had been 
broken off there fome years before. But this is no- 
thing to any ‘uch fubftance in the Nobier parts, thd 
even there ftrange things heve been found. —— Howel 
in his Letters, makes mention ofa Perfon who lay for 
fome years languifhing o! 2 Difeafe, which puzzled the 
Phyficians, and Death was the only Cure, at whofe 
Diffe&tion ‘here was found (as we remember ) in the 
Left Ventricle of the Heart, a Living Serpent, and the 
German Virtwofi give us Inftances much of the fame 
Nature: But neither doesthis reach, for Violence from 
without feems more mortal than anv fuch Subftance 
bred within. To come yet nearer, there are fome 
Surgeons who tell us of Wounds in the Pericardium 
which have been cur’d, tho’ never any betore that we 
met with in the very fubftance of the Heart ; nor can it 
be eafily fuppos’d, that the Bullee in che prefent Cafe 
cou'd be lodg’d in anv Vacuity there, without makin 
a wound to getin. The Faétfeems to be well enoug 
Circumftantiated, and therefore ‘tis neither civil, nor 
fearce reafonable to deny it; but for the reafon and 
manner how Nature cou’d fave it felf harmlefs, not- 
withftanding that callous fubjtance wherewith it guard- 
ed it felf, as is very ufual in tuch Cafes, we mutt 
ingenuoufly acknowledge we can’t refolve, and here 
propofe it as a Problemto the beft Profeffors in the Noble 
Art of Chirurgery, whofe Judgments we fhan’c fail to 
communicate to the World concerning it. 


Queft. 4, In Caftle-Mallard-Walk in New-Forreft in 

Hampfhire, there is an Oak which every Chriftmas-day 
buds forth leaves as big as thofe of a Goofeberry, tho’ there’s 
no appearance of any Leaf either the day before, or after: The 
reajen of it ? 
, Anjw. We doubt very many Readers will be Infidels 
in this, as well as in the two former Queftions. The 
Querift wou'd do well to be more particular in this 
Matter, and ’twou'd be a very pleafing Entertainment 
to the World, if he, or any other of the Neighbours, 
cou'd give an exaét, and well-attefted account, whe- 
ther this be peculiar to that Oak, or other Oaks or 
Trees do the fame near it? Whether it does this cer- 
tainly and precifely on Chriftma(s-day, and not before 
or after ? In what manner the Leaves appear, whether 
all at once, or by degrees? and how they go away, 
whether they fall off, wither, or creep into the Bark 
again? Curiofities worth watching for one 24 hours, 
which if true, itsa wonder how this Tree fcaped Re- 
formation in the laft Age, when its fuperftitious Brother 
of Glaftenbury was cut down by the Souldiers. 


— Queft. 5. One that by his daily Labour can procure bye’ 
juft from Hand to Mouth, for the {ubfiftence of bimfelf and. 
Family: Query, Whether or no he be indifpenfibly bound 2a, 
give tothe Relief of others that are in want; and if bé bey. 
in what proportion ? 

Anfw. That even thofe who only maintain theme 
felves by daily labour, are bound to relieve fuch as are 
really Objects of Charity, viz. fuch as wou'd, and can’s 
work for their Liviags, is very clear from that of che 

Apoftle, 


‘ Apoftle, Let him that fiole, 


but rather Let bim labour, working with his bands, that he 
my have to zive to him that is in need, But fill this 
reaches not our Cafe ———- Whether one that has a Fa- 
mily of his own, which he can but juft maincain, oughe 
to be thus charitable? We encline to the Affirmative, 
fppofing he knows any who are more in want than 
himfelf, our rvezlon is, becaufe we icarce never yet 
knew aFanily wherein there were not {oxetimes fome 
fuperfluous Expences; however, what Perfon almoft is 
there in the World, who does not fometimes himfelf 
fpend what there’s no abjolure neceffity of his doing, 
tho’ he’s never fo mean, either at thé Coffee-houfe or 
Ale-houfe, or fome fuch way. —— Now this ought to 
be {pared for fuch ules as are before mention’d, if 
there’s no other way to provide for ‘em. But there's 
yet another reafon why the Poor fhou’d give to thofe 
who are vet Poorer, if any fuch can be found, and that 
is, Becaule they themlelves are poor ; we mean, how 
creat a Paradox foever it may feem, tey woud do 
well to give to others, becaule they want themfelves, 10 
hopes that their own wants may ve reliew d, it being 
the beft way to obtain the affistence of Providence in our 
Neceffities, according to our Condition and Circum- 
ftances our felves to a/f/t others: Nor is the modeft 
proipeét and hope of fuch return and gain unlawful, 
io it be not the principal end of our Charity, which 
ought to be the pleafing God, for that can't bean un- 
Liwful End which is proposd in the Scriptures as an 
Encouragement for our Action, but fo is a Retribution 
for our Charity even in this Life, in too mahy Texts 
to mention. For the proportion of our Charity, com- 
mon Difcretion ought to guide that as well as all other 
Chriftian Virtues, the Circumftances of Men being {fo 
various, that ‘tis perhaps impoffible to fix a Rule chat 
fhall have no Exceptions ; tho’ what has been the Judg- 
ment of feveral excellent Perfons inour Church of this 
Matter, we may chance hereafter to enquire on another 
o2ue/tion, 


reft. 6. Where aWoman may be found, that an{wers 
the De(cription of a good Houfwife given by Solomon? 
Anjw. We {uppofe he means that 31 Prov. 10, 8c. 
Where, the truth is, he gives fuch aCharacter of a good 
Wife asis not eafily found in the following Inftances ; 
“The Heart of her Husband does fafely trufe in her — 
“the’ll do him good and not evil ALL HER Days — fhe 
“ WORKS WILLINGLY with her HANDS — fhe RI- 
“SETH while ‘tis yet NIGHT —with the FRUIT of 
“her HANDS fhe PLANTS a Vineyard — fhe lays her 
“ HANDS to the SPINDLE, ( is a Spinfter more than 
“in Title ) — the ftretcheth out her HAND to the 
“ POOR — fhe openeth her Mouth with WISDOM, ard 
“in her Tongue is the Law of KINDNESS (no Fool, 
Goffip, or Scold ) “ — the looks wellto the way of her 
“© HOUSHOLD, and:eats not the Bread of IDLENESS— 
fuch fhe is — but where is fhe? for Solomon himfelf, 
who had try’das many as moft, fays after all? Who can 
find a Virtuous Woman? He that has her, let him e’ne 
— much of her, for he'll hardly e're get fuch ano- 
ther. 


Queft. 7. Whether a profane Swearer, a Whoremonger and 
Atulterer, 8¢c. who to maintain his Pride and extravagant 
foay of living, is neceffitated to (pend at leaft double what the 
juft Income by bis Place will ailow, be a fit Perfon to be in- 
trufted with any confiderable Stock of Goods or Money of 
others ? and whether it be fafe and prudent to let {uch a Man 
pafs one Year after another without requiring an Account of 
him? And it being vehemently {ufpected that he will e're 
long pack up his Awls and betake bimfelf to his Heels, whe- 
ther it would not be an aét of great Wifdom and Prudence in 
thefe that entruft him, to exact fufficient Security from him, 
"ttl fuch time as bis Accounts be fairly ftated and clear’d ? 
and whether it will not be a very great Reflection upon their 
Gredulity and Di(cretion, if by the negledt and delay of fo 
ngceffary an Expedient, ( by way of Prevention ) they fhall 
come to be Convinced to their Coft, that the {ulpicion was not 
without juft ground ? 


fleal no more ; (he feems by 
what follows to intend one that fteals meerly for want ) 


“ee 
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Anfw. The*whole Queftion appears to us to be wric. 
ten with flich a {pirit of Concern as if the Querift knew 
the whole.to be Matter of Fact, we think that we reed 
not fo much give an afarmative Anfwer to the whole 
as to advife the Querift to make ufe of his immediate 
Intereft, both in difcovering and advifing his Eriend (for 
it appears to us that theres one in the Cafe) and we 
think the neceflity and reafonablenefs of the thing is {o 
evident, that there was no need at all in asking our Ad- 
vice, much Jefs in delaying the Execution of the Affair 
having now got It. = 


Queft. 8. Fentilmen, There is a certaine Bird knowne bs 
the Name of a King fifher, take this bird when the is dea 
and hang bur up by bur bill, and the will always hane with 
bur brealte tote Wind. Probatum eff. J defire your Orj- 
nion of this, and why this more than env other Birds 2 

An{fw. What your Kinges-fifhey may be in 1 “les ure 
know nor. but in other parts of Englind the < 
falfe, and taken upon truft, as feveral have e; 
Probatum eft. 
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